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T HE BLETHER  

Welcome to the thirty -

third issue of T HE 
BLETHER .  

The June issue includes 
news and updates from 
around the islands.  

See the óDates for Diariesô 
and Gable End programme 
for whatôs on, but do check 
dates and times nearer the 
event as some things do 
change. 

Many thanks to all of 
the contributors to the 
thirty -third issue and 
for the use of their pho-
tographs.  

Contact details for further 
information or for contri-
butions can be found on the 
back page. 

Do please get in touch if 
you have anything youôd 
like to share with the com-
munity!  
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On Monday, 5th June, the Berlin 
docked at Lyness after setting sail 
from Leith the previous day. She 
had been chartered by the Nation-
al Trust for Scotland for a cultural 
cruise called óNorthern Delightsô. 
 
A wide variety of buses and mini-
buses awaited the passengers and 
whisked them off to various loca-
tions around the islands. There 
was a diverse selection of tours 
available including a hike to the 
Old Man of Hoy, St Johnôs Head 
and the RSPB Nature Reserve, a 
Lifeboat themed excursion, a trip 
to Melsetter House and a visit to 
the Scapa Flow Interpretation 
Centre. 
 
Some of the passengers then en-
joyed a sumptuous afternoon tea 
and cakes at The Shore in the YM 

T HE CRUISE SHIP ôBERLINõ VISITS LYNESS 

provided by the Lifeboat Guild, 
with music from local performers.  
 

Leaving Lyness proved slightly 
more tricky than arriving and the 
Berlin , scheduled to leave at mid-
night, finally left Lyness at 4 am in 
the morning with a little help from 
tugs; fortunately she was only go-
ing as far as Kirkwall.  
 
After a day in Kirkwall, and tours 
of well-known sites on the main-
land, she was sailing to St Kilda, 
then Shetland, before returning to 
Leith via Peterhead.  
 
By all accounts, the passengers 
enjoyed their time on Hoy and 
Walls, so we may be in for another 
visit next year!  
 
More details of the Longhope Life-
boat crew and Guild involvement, 
can be found on page 5. 
 

Photo: Jamie Wild 
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WŜũ /ƭŀǊƪ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƻŦ нсΦм ƛƴ wŀŎƪǿƛŎƪΣ IƻȅΣ ƻƴ  
CǊƛŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ нрΦс ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ нс ŀƴŘ нтǘƘ aŀȅΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ 
ƳŀƪŜǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ нс aŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǧŜǎǘ Řŀȅ ƛƴ aŀȅ ƻƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 
ŦƻǊ wŀŎƪǿƛŎƪΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ wŀŎƪǿƛŎƪ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ {ǘŀǝƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 
ǎƛƴŎŜ мфуо ǿƘŜƴ WŜũ ǎŜƴǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
aŜǘ hŶŎŜΦ hƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜƊ 
ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ wŀŎƪǿƛŎƪ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ {ǘŀǝƻƴ 
ǎǝƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƻũ ƎǊƛŘ ŀƴŘ WŜũ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ !ǾǊƛƭ ǎǝƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ 
Řŀƛƭȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǘ Iƻȅ 
YƛǊƪ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ WŜũ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘΦ 
 
WŜũ /ƭŀǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƳŜǘŜǊŜƻƭƻƎȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ŦŀǊƳ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ 
ƻŦ {ǳǊǊŜȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ !ǾǊƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ wŀŎƪǿƛŎƪΣ IƻȅΣ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ŀ Ƙƻōōȅ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭΦ 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ ŎƻŀǎǘƎǳŀǊŘ Ŏŀƭƭƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŶŎŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
wŀŎƪǿƛŎƪ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
ǎǘŀǝƻƴΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƭƻŘƎŜŘ ƛƴ WŜũΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ 
ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŜǘ hŶŎŜ ŀǘ YƛǊƪǿŀƭƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƛŦ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ wŀŎƪǿƛŎƪΦ {ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ƭŜǧŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ 
ƻŶŎŜ ƛƴ .ǊŀŎƪƴŜƭƭ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΣ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ мфуоΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅπ
ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŬƴŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǎƴŀƎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ 
ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ WŜũΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ .¢ ōǊƛƴƎπ
ƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƘƛƎƘΦ WŜũ 

ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ōƻȄ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ YƛǊƪǿŀƭƭ 
aŜǘ hŶŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŏŀƭƭ WŜũ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ōƻȄ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǝƳŜǎΦ Lƴ ǳƴŦƻǊŜǎŜŜƴ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ 
ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ ! ōƛƎ Ƙƛƭƭ ŬǊŜ ƛƴ 
мфуп ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ƭƛƴŜΣ .¢ 
ǘƘŜƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ WŜũ Ǝƻǘ 
ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ 
 
Lƴ мффо ǘƘŜ aŜǘ hŶŎŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻπ
ŘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀπ
ǝƻƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ - ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƴŀƎΗ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƳƻŘŜƳ 
ǘǊŀŶŎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƳπ
ǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ 
 
! Řŀȅ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ŀǘ 
лсΥллΣ ǘƘŜƴ лтΥллΣ луΥллΣ лфΥллΣ мрΥллΣ муΥлл ŀƴŘ 
нмΥлл - ŀƭƭ ǝƳŜǎ DΦaΦ¢ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ƴ ƻōǎŜǊπ
Ǿŀǝƻƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ 
ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƛǊ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜǘ ōǳƭō ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ όǘƘŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǾŀǇƻǳǊ ƭŜǾŜƭǎύΣ 
ǿƛƴŘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴΣ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻǊ 
Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ  !ǘ лфΥлл ŀ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƭƛƳŀǘƻπ
ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-ŦƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 
 
Lƴ нллу ŀƭƭ ƳŀƴƴŜŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǝŎΤ ǘƘŜ Ƙǳπ
Ƴŀƴ ŜȅŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŘǳƴŘŀƴǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ WŜũ ǎǝƭƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘǎ 
Řŀƛƭȅ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŬƎǳǊŜǎ 
ǘƻ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘΦ 
 
[ŀǎǘ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ WŜũΥ Ψ5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭȅ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ 
ōȅ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΣ !ǾǊƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ aŜǘ hŶŎŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀǘ {ƘƛƴŬŜƭŘ ƛƴ .ŜǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ ǘƻ 
ŀǧŜƴŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇπ
ƳŜƴǘǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƳŜǘŜƻǊƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΦ !ǎ ŀ 
ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƎƛƊ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ϧ aŀǎƻƴ ōŀǊƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ мфпмΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ LϥƳ 
ǎǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ 
  
 
¢ŜȄǘ ōȅ wŜōŜŎŎŀ aŀǊǊ 
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ WŜũ ŀƴŘ !ǾǊƛƭ ǘŀƪŜ ōȅ Cƛƻƴƴ aŀŎŀǊǘƘǳǊΦ  

Jeff has always sent us his monthly weather records since the Blether began. When I read this piece by Rebecca Marr 
from the Friends of the Hoy Kirk I thought it would be great to share this further. Itõs a good reminder of the amazing  
and talented community we have on Hoy. 



 

chairs!) set off on the 5 k fun run, whilst 

157 people tackled the more serious chal-
lenge of the Hoy Half itself, with its amaz-
ing views and challenging hills.  

 
Tim Ross won the event in a time of 

1.18:20, with Craig Mattocks in second in 
1.28:00. In the womens' race, Kate Jen-
kins was first in a time of 1.41:51 with 

Emma Cowsell in second in 1.46:02.  
 

The winner of the fun run was Finn Aber-
dein.   

 

Congratulations are also due to our local 

runners who did fantastically well ðDawn, 
Laura, Naomi, Matt, Kevin and Lindsay.  
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U PDATE FROM THE H OY  D ANCERS 

WǳƴŜ нлмт 
 
¢ƘŜ Iƻȅ 5ŀƴŎŜǊǎ нлмсκмт ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ 
ƘƛƎƘ ƴƻǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ мǎǘ 
aŀȅ - ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ Ŧƻƭƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ŝƴπ
ƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ aƻƴŘŀȅ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΩΦ  
 
Wǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ΨCƛƴŀƭ 
CǊƛƴƎŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜƴǘ ƻũ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ς тн ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǎ ōȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻȅ IŜŀŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǿŀǎΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜǿƭȅ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŬǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ-ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǇ ǎƻ L 
ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ-Ƙƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ƛƴŎŀǎŜ ŜǾŜπ
ǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜƴǘ ǇŜŀǊ-ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ς ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ 
ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΗ  ¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ŘŀǿƴŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ōŀŘ ŀǎ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀƴΦ 
 
! ǎǳǇŜǊ Ŧǳƴ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ [ƻǊƴŀ 
ŀƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
WŜǎǎƛŜ ƘŀŘ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ Iƻȅ ŀƴŘ 
L ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ¢ƻƴȅ ¢ǊƛŎƪŜǧ ƅŀǾƻǳǊ ōȅ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŀƴŎŜ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀΩΦ 
{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀƴŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
.ƻǿŜƴ ¢ǊƛƻΦ  
 

Well, Iôm really not 

sure where this year 
is going! Already, 
another Hoy Half 

Marathon has been 
and gone, with the 

usual band of volun-
teers producing an 
event, seemingly 

out of nowhere.  
Marathon day dawned rather warm and 

sticky, but by the time the runners left a 
nice breeze had developed, although con-
ditions were still quite warm (for a 

change!).  
 

Fifty fun runners (including a couple of 
bikes and a few turbo -charged push 

¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ Řŀȅ ǿŜƴǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƭƻŎƪǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǳǇŜǊō ǘŜŀƳ-ǿƻǊƪ ōȅ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ ƳƛȄŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ΨŘǳũ ǊǳƴΩ ƭŜŀǾŜ 
[ƻƴƎƘƻǇŜ tƛŜǊΣ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΣ ƻƴ ŀ 
ōƻƴƴƛŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  мн ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
ƪŜŜǇ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƎƴƛǘǳŘŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŜŜŘπ
ƛŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦ ²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ Iƻȅ 5ŀƴŎŜǊǎΗ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΥ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ aƻƴŘŀȅ 
ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¸a ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳπ
ōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ L ŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊƛŀƭ р ǿŜŜƪǎ 
ƻŦ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 
нлǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ уҌ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǾƛŀōƭŜΦ  
 
Iƻȅ wŜŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ WƛƎǎΥ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳŎπ
ŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ Iƻȅ YƛǊƪΦ {ŀŘƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ 
ŦƻǳǊ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ 
ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ƴŜȄǘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ мпǘƘ Wǳƭȅ сΦпл ǳƴǝƭ фΦолǇƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
Ŭƴŀƭ ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ нрǘƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ  
 
aŀōŜƭ Ƨ .Ŝǎŀƴǘ 
CƻǊ Iƻȅ 5ŀƴŎŜǊǎ 



ment, How the Council Works and the relationship 

between OIC and Community Councilôs. These 

sessions often lasted all day ï certainly leaving the 

new councillors under no illusion as to challenges 

that lay ahead. 

 

Although the chairs of the substantive committees: 

Policy and Resources; Education, Leisure and 

Housing and Development and Infrastructure have 

been decided we still donôt know who is going to 

chair Orkney Ferries, the Police and Fire Board or 

the Licensing committee. Watch this space, still 

some interesting times ahead! 

 

James, Magnus and myself direct contact details 

are as per the OIC website but include: 

 

James.Stockan@orkney.gov.uk 

Magnus.Thomson@orkney.gov.uk 

Rob.Crichton@orkney.gov.uk 

 

Our mobile phones may well be switched off dur-

ing the day as we donôt want to intrude on meet-

ings but please leave a message on our voice mails 

or contact us outside potential meeting times 

i.e. 10.30 am ï 4 pm. 

 

Rob Crichton 
 

 

Photo taken from OIC Updates facebook page 
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Up and Running 

The dust has started to settle as the new council 

gets ready for the next five years. Since Election 

Day, which the Stromness and South Isles coun-

cillors didnôt really feel part of, thereôs been a 

substantial amount of jockeying for positions 

with óbehind the scenesô debate and discussion. 

 

Where has it left James, Magnus and I? Itôs been 

well documented that James was successful in 

his bid to be elected Leader of the new council 

but what does that really mean, and in particular 

how does it affect his constituents. 

 

From a functional point of view, James is now 

on every substantive committee at School Place 

and also chairs the Policy and Resources com-

mittee, involving all 21 councillors. He poten-

tially chairs numerous sub committees but may 

elect to defer to his deputy, Cllr Leslie Manson, 

to spread the responsibility. Fortunately for us 

all, James has a strong focus on ólocalityô and, 

although he now has a ópoliticalô responsibility 

for Orkney, his heart is firmly in the community 

and, I am sure, will respond as appropriate to 

any contact made by any constituent.  

 

To spread the work load, and help as best we 

can, Magnus and I have opted to split commit-

tees as far as possible. I was successful in my 

bid to be elected chair of the Education, Leisure 

and Housing committee and Magnus joined the 

Development and Infrastructure committee. We 

both ósigned upô to the Planning committee, 

whilst I joined the Licensing committee and 

Magnus is now on the Police & Fire Board and 

the Board of Orkney Ferries (both of which have 

a very real significance to the South Isles). 

 

There are numerous ósub-committeesô that we 

are both on and our diaries are far from empty. It 

has been much the same since the election. The 

electorate should be reassured that there has 

been intensive training sessions since the elec-

tion, for all councillors, covering topics as di-

verse as Corporate Parenting, Pension Invest-

COUNCIL  COMMENT  
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If youõve signed up to get updates from the Trust 

youõll already have seen by now the newsletters that 

have been published from our office regarding the 

Training and Learning Fund and the new Event Sup-

port Fund.  

 

If you havenõt seen these, they provide detailed 

information about what the funds can be used for, 

who can apply for them, and how much grant you can 

apply for.  

 

There are three aspects of the Training and Learn-

ing Fund. 

 

The first is the Individual Training and Learning 

Fund which is intended for use by individuals aged 

16 and over, and has been well used to date for a 

variety of courses and activities. So far, we have 

received and approved 70 applications for funding in 

this category, with a combined total of £17,496.39 

paid out across the two established aspects of the 

Training and Learning Fund, with many of the appli-

cants applying for additional funding for other ac-

tivities or courses either within the same year, or in 

subsequent years up to their personal allowance of 

£500 per year.  

 

The second is the  Group  Training and Learning Fund 

which has been more recently introduced and  is in-

tended for use by any group, constituted or not, for 

a variety of  courses and activities to pursue their 

joint interests.  

 

The third aspect is new Under 16's Training and 

Learning Fund. Has your child been  considering 

sports lessons at the Pickaquoy Centre on mainland? 

Perhaps your child would like to attend football, or 

dance classes on a Saturday morning, and you 

can't get to them without an overnight stay?  

 

We could support you, not only with the cost of 

the lessons, but where it is proven that undertak-

ing certain activities or courses will result in una-

voidable travel costs, and/or unavoidable over-

night accommodation costs, applicants may apply 

for funding towards these areas too.  

 

Another fund that has recently been launched is 

the Event Support fund which is available to 

group applications for funding towards holding 

events for charitable purposes and community 

benefits.  

 

You could receive support from us  if the outcome 

of your event leads to fund raising for charities, 

either in Orkney or further afield,  and/or com-

munity benefits on or around Hoy. Whilst the 

funding is not available towards the cost of the 

acts themselves, support could be available to-

wards the travel and accommodation of acts for 

events up to the value of £500 per act. The main 

purpose of this is to give islanders a level playing 

field to that of mainlanders when it comes to 

raising funds  

 

 

For more details of the funds and how to apply, 

links to the various newletters can be found on 

our website www.hoyorkney.com/category/

newsletter.  

 

See details below if youõd like to sign up to the 

mailing list, become a member of the Trust or 

just find out more.  

Find out more about The Island of Hoy Development Trust!  

If you wish to get more information about the Trust to find 

out, for example, whatõs happening on Hoy and Walls that 

the Trust is involved in, how you can engage and contribute, 

and how you may be able to get support from us, then please get in touch with us on 

701356 or email info.iohdt@gmail.com and subscribe to our mailing list.  



It's been a busy two months for RNLI Longhope, with 

four call outs for the crew members and various events for 

the Guild. 

27 April 
At 06.22, RNLI Longhope lifeboat crew were paged to 

launch by UK Coastguard. Despite the early hour the life-

boat was away within 13 minutes. It took over an hour to 

reach the stricken vessel which was located about seven 

miles east of Orkney. Sea conditions were poor and dete-

riorating with a heavy swell and northerly winds gusting 

28mph. 

 

The 10 metre yacht Cloud Nine was on passage from In-

verness to Kirkwall and had become disabled by partially 

jammed steering. She carried four crew members and 

unfortunately one had become unwell in the rough seas. 

The lifeboat established a tow and headed to the more 

sheltered waters off Copinsay. 

 

After a tow of four hours the lifeboat delivered the yacht 

safely to Kirkwall Marina, then headed home and was 

back at station, refuelled and ready again for service at 

15.45. 

 

30 April 

The crew were paged at 12.30 and requested to launch by 

UK Coastguard. An inflatable liferaft with no persons 

onboard had been reported drifting in the Pentland Firth, 

south-west of Hoy. The 25 man liferaft had been lost yes-

terday from the Papa Westray ferry, Golden Mariana, as 

she returned from refit at Inverness. Once located, the 

crew members had a tricky job of securing the raft to the 

lifeboat as there were no fittings with which to attach a 

rope. However, with some ingenious rope work, the crew 

managed to lasso the liferaft and wedge part of it onto the 

transom at the stern. 

 

The seas were moderate with a cold south- easterly wind 

gusting 30knts and visibility was good. Progress back to 

Hoy was slow due to the strong tides and vulnerability of 

the liferaft but eventually the more sheltered waters of 

Aith Hope were reached. Once close inshore the liferaft 

was released and the wind blew it ashore where the Hoy 

Coastguards were waiting to retrieve it. An unusual call 

out but a great example of problem solving and teamwork 

from the crew.  

 

3 May 

RNLI Longhope, Thurso and Stromness lifeboats, along 

with two UK Coastguard SAR helicopters and various 

other vessels, carried out an intensive search after a diver 

was reported missing at 17.27. After returning to station 

at 23.10 and refuelling, the lifeboats returned to the search 

area to continue looking. The diver was found at 3.10 by 

a Russian sailing vessel and transferred to Thurso life-

boat. Although safe and well, he was then taken to Caith-

ness General Hospital as a precaution. 

 

7 May 

Yellow Welly Day 

Longhope Lifeboat Guild raised Ã420.70 for the RNLI. 

We would like to thank everyone who came down to the 

station to support us and for your continual generosity. 

 

Also a special thank you to the children of North Walls 

School for the fantastic art work which is now hanging up 

and looking very cheerful in the lifeboat station. 

 

Finally well done to the kids who came down and totally 

drenched the crew.... particularly aiming at Ian who 

bravely faced the torrent without his waterproofs and in 

shorts. Very amusing when the sponges were swapped for 

buckets of water and the hose... oh what fun we had! 

 

21 May 

The crew were paged by UK Coastguards at 20.33 on 

Sunday 21 May. They were requested to attend the 16m 

fishing vessel FV Kemarvin that had lost power and was 

drifting off Duncansby Head. 

 

The lifeboat arrived on scene at 21.02 and quickly estab-

lished a tow. The fishing vessel with three crew onboard 

was then towed safely into Scrabster harbour. Weather 

conditions were good and the tides ideal for the rescue 

which went smoothly. 
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As the cruise liner sailed away into the distance, the re-

maining cakes were quickly boxed up and whisked down 

to the lifeboat shop where they were eagerly bought by 

generous local folk. 

 

With donations from the cruise liner company and pas-

sengers, the sale of souvenirs and the remaining cakes we 

raised a total of Ã503.75 for the RNLI. A magnificent 

effort by all concerned and the guild would like to say a 

very special thank you to the bakers and musicians for 

their wonderful support. 

 

Swimming Gala 
Finally it should be mentioned that, although our school 

was not involved, the Longhope Lifeboat Swimming 

Gala is held every year in Kirkwall. The event was origi-

nally started over twenty years ago when swimming 

pools were introduced to the schools on the islands of 

Westray, Sanday, Stronsay and North Walls (Hoy). 

 

The event was conceived and a trophy donated by the 

late John 'Jackie' Groat who was Britainôs longest-

serving lifeboat Honorary Secretary in recent times and 

he had filled this volunteer position at Longhope for al-

most 33 years. 

 

This year, as representative of Longhope lifeboat, Second 

Coxswain Angus Budge, attended the very exciting event 

and was honoured to present the trophies to the winning 

teams. It is events like this and the dedication of the 

swimming teachers and lifeguards of the isles that help 

promote essential swimming skills and safety in the wa-

ter for the children of Orkney. 

 

Next event is the Lifeboat Open Day on Sunday 30 July 

at 2pm. 

 

 

Text and Photos Mary Harris, unless stated otherwise. 
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The lifeboat returned to station, was refuelled and ready 

again for service at 02.00. 

5th  June 
RNLI Longhope entertain passengers from cruise ship 

and raise Ã503.75 

 

It was a rather daunting request that Longhope Lifeboat 

Guild received from the tour managers of MS Berlin 

cruise ship. Would it be possible to provide afternoon tea 

and home baked cakes  for visiting passengers? 

 

Initially the guild were rather surprised and a few eye-

brows were raised. That's a lot of cakes and we are only a 

small community and have a limited supply of bakers. 

However, the one thing to get our guild fired up and 

ready to go is a challenge. To raise funds for the RNLI is 

what it's all about and so sleeves were rolled up and the 

pinnies duly donned. What was really remarkable was the 

help received from other folk in our community who 

backed us up and whose incredible baking was an abso-

lute godsend. 

 

The rather splendid 139m cruise ship berthed at Lyness 

and the passengers were taken off in buses to have vari-

ous tours about Hoy and Walls. The Lifeboat orientated 

tour was led by local tour operator Steve Rhodes and 

Coxswain Kevin Kirpatrick. On the itinerary was  the 

Lifeboat Museum at Brims, the Lifeboat Disaster Memo-

rial, views and discussion of the Pentland Firth and a tour 

of the lifeboat station while the nature enthusiasts had a 

guided walk along the back shore. 

 

When the tours finished, the guests, which had been di-

vided into two groups, arrived at The Shore with a 15 

minute break between groups in which the guild prepared 

for the next sitting. The members of the guild worked 

away happily like a well oiled machine and the event 

went smoothly and successfully. 

 

But the icing on the cakes were the local musicians who 

entertained the visitors during their stay. Fran Gray and 

The Hoykuleles  captivated their audience with their very 

original and excellent renditions. The guests were truly 

impressed and some happily joined in with the singing. 

John Budge, on accordion, sang some favourite Orkney 

songs including a poignant lifeboat themed song.  

Photo: Karen Munro 


