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THE CRUISE SHIP O BRLINOVISITS LYNESS

On Monday, 5th June, the Berlin
docked at Lyness after setting sail
from Leith the previous day. She
had been chartered by the Nation-
al Trust for Scotland for a cultural
cruise called

A wide variety of buses and mini-
buses awaited the passengers and
whisked them off to various loca-
tions around the islands. There
was a diverse selection of tours
available including a hike to the
Ol'd Man of Hovy,
and the RSPB Nature Reserve, a
Lifeboat themed excursion, a trip
to Melsetter House and a visit to
the Scapa Flow Interpretation
Centre.

Some of the passengers then en-
joyed a sumptuous afternoon tea
and cakes at The Shore in the YM

provided by the Lifeboat Guild,
with music from local performers.

Leaving Lyness proved slightly
more tricky than arriving and the

6 N o Betlih ,eschedul@i dol ldave lattmsd6 .

night, finally left Lyness at 4 am in
the morning with a little help from
tugs; fortunately she was only go-
ing as far as Kirkwall.

After a day in Kirkwall, and tours
of well-known sites on the main-
fand, sheovwas dading td St Kilda,
then Shetland, before returning to
Leith via Peterhead.

By all accounts, the passengers
enjoyed their time on Hoy and

Walls, so we may be in for another
visit next year!

More details of the Longhope Life-
boat crew and Guild involvement,
can be found on page 5.

Welcome to the thirty -

third issue of THE
BLETHER .
The June issue includes

news and updates from
around the islands.

See the O6Dat el
and Gable End programme
for whatés on

dates and times nearer the
event as some things do
change.

Many thanks to all of

the contributors to the

thirty -third issue and
for the use of their pho-

tographs.

e Comtiadt dletails for further
information or for contri-
butions can be found on the
back page.

Do please get in touch if
you have anyt
like to share with the com-
munity!
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RACKWICK W EATHER MAN

Jeff has always sent us his monthly weather records since the Blether began. When | read this piecd by Rel
from the Friends of the Hoy Kirk | thought it |Jwou
and talented community we have on Hoy.
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31sT Hoy HALF MARATHON
Wel | , | 6 m r elaisl) get offi antthe 5 k fun run, whilst
sure where this year 157 people tackled the more serious chal-
is going! Already, lenge of the Hoy Half itself, with its amaz-
another Hoy Half ing views and challenging hills.
Marathon has been
and gone, with the Tim Ross won the event in a time of
usual band of volun- 1.18:20, with Craig Mattocks in second in
teers producing an 1.28:00. In the womens' race, Kate Jen-
event, seemingly kins was first in a time of 1.41:51 with
out of nowhere. Emma Cowsell in second in 1.46:02.
Marathon day dawned rather warm and
sticky, but by the time the runners left a The winner of the fun run was Finn Aber-
nice breeze had developed, although con- dein.
ditions were still quite warm (for a

I
changet). runners who did fantastically well

Fifty fun runners (including a couple of
bikes and a few turbo -charged push

UPDATE FROM THE HOY DANCERS

Congratulations are also due to our local

o Dawn,

Laura, Naomi, Matt, Kevin and Lindsay.
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COUNCIL COMMENT :%‘fuifngRKNEY
.U&; >2% IsLaxDs COUNCIL

Up and Running ment , How the CounC|I Wo r

between n ommulni t
The dust has started t%se% l%f"i‘ﬁ}:retr %asfhﬁﬂl Eﬁ%&
gets ready for the nextW cou nderInl
Day, which the Stromntehss c%% uea _I cfoun
cillors didnodt real ly art o , there)s |
substanti al amount Ok | Jhocd(gf)hy'nrge ferai PQsigili ¢m
with Obehind the ScenF’eollcy aRnedso 'rsceus,sil‘:;(f
Where has it | eft Ja ’n I\}GagCIr&sgaa[)rlsg\éells???lrl??"stdé)aﬁ
wel | documented that ﬁ Mes owa s ysuﬁecrersiseé‘l ' e
his bid to be electeﬁhgeq_qecrengﬁ)nb eco'?n?n\fvt’?lﬂn(
but what does that resaoln{eyirﬁe[aer},esa[q%glqiqnaer_’tla'q]
how does it affect his constituents
From a functional poiil’?t;negfs S{\Aflgvr\]/tuﬁe]gnlgé rn,\ilyess.e}]i(f)t\
on every substantive committee at School EFac
and also chairs the ngeg}’StaS'éjkaBrF ooruIJrFeeys. Foo,m-
mittee, invol ving al |, M&.Wﬁ‘&%é&g@érk Ly Pa%ly
tially chairs numerom?gﬁe .ugcv.ae/
elect to defer to his deputy, Citr esti Ma n
to spread the reSponﬁ)hPilnbb}’ieFBﬁBHQ?t%Ia \B/QI’
al I James has a strpRp { EUg, nag’) %8a|d'o¥n Q
although he now has 2 n gogb{iﬁgégséelsgé)\pénfgnh
for Orkney, his heartori scofnitranalty uisn otuqesi%% ;Bqu
and, I am sur e, W|II|_ree_sp1d1_d$)®ﬁ_samappropria e
any contact made by any constituent.
To spread the work I%%%,Cralncdhthonl as best] we
can, Magnus and | have opted to split commit -
tees as far as possible I was successful i n
bid to be elected chair, of h Eduycati on, Lei
and Housing committeZPhOtr?dtaK/len?\ruom HIC'Unped%ltetslfeace
Devel opment and 1Infraff Il e, . Iwe
both 6ésigned up6 to d ttpee,
whil st I j oined t he : N d
Magnus is now on the and
the Board of Orkney F c hj ha
a very real S|gn|f|ca l efb) .
There are ncuomemiotutse e g
are both on and our d empt
has been much the sam n. Th
el ectorate shoul d be re h
been intensive traini he el
tionalcloamci |l |l or s, cov -
verse as Corporate Pa nvjest
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IOHDT UPDATES ON FUNDS AVAILABLE
I f youdve signed up to ge dance classes on a Saturday morning, and you :
youdl | already have seen Lcan'tgettothem withoutan overnight stay? 14t
have been published from our office regarding the
Training and Learning Fund and the new Event Sup-  We could support you, not only with the cost of
port Fund. the lessons, but where it is proven that undertak-
ing certain activities or courses will result in una-
| f you havenot seen t hesevoidable travel costs, and/or unavoidable over- |
information about what the funds can be used for, night accommodation costs, applicants may apply
who can apply for them, and how much grant you can  for funding towards these areas too.
apply for.
Another fund that has recently been launched is
There are three aspects of the Training and Learn- the Event Support fund which is available to
ing Fund. group applications for funding towards holding
events for charitable purposes and community
The first is the Individual Training and Learning benefits.
Fund which is intended for use by individuals aged
16 and over, and has been well used to date for a You could receive support from us if the outcome
variety of courses and activities.  So far, we have of your event leads to fund raising for charities,
received and approved 70 applications for funding in either in Orkney or further afield, and/or com-
this category, with a combined total of £17,496.39 munity benefits on or around Hoy. Whilst the
paid out across the two established aspects of the funding is not available towards the cost of the
Training and Learning Fund, with many of the appli- acts themselves, support could be available to-
cants applying for additional funding for other ac- wards the travel and accommodation of acts for
tivities or courses either within the same year, or in events up to the value of £500 per act. The main
subsequent years up to their personal allowance of purpose of this is to give islanders a level playing
£500 per year. field to that of mainlanders when it comes to
raising funds
The second is the Group Training and Learning Fund
which has been more recently introduced and is in-
tended for use by any group, constituted or not, for For more details of the funds and how to apply,
a variety of courses and activities to pursue their links to the various newletters can be found on
joint interests. our website www.hoyorkney.com/category/
newsletter.
The third aspect is new Under 16's Training and
Learning Fund. Has your child been considering See details below if youed
sports lessons at the Pickaquoy Centre on mainland?  mailing list, become a member of the Trust or
Perhaps your child would like to attend football, or just find out more.
Find out more about The Island of Hoy Development Trust!
If you wish to get more information about the Trust to find
out, for example, whatodos happenifng
the Trust is involved in, how you can engage and contribute,
and how you may be able to get support from us, then please get in touch with us on
701356 or email info.iohdt@gmail.com and subscribe to our mailing list.
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RNLI LONGHOPE STATION

lIt's been a busy two monarea to continue | ookingvi|lhhe
four call outs for the cr a Russian sailing vesselelahsd
the Guild. boat. Although safe and wdl |,
27 April ness General Hospital as & pr e
At 06. 22, RNLI Longhope |

|l aunch by UK Coastguard. 7 May

boat was away within 13 . | 2 :

reach the stricken vessel «\rdf%?‘ﬁ’ELUEfBﬁ{

miles east of Orkney. Sea SO LASIM Ahaedd ELIO QT ABO O B0
riorating with a heavy s Y il L e, Ve %:”\t R

28 mph. . | .

. Yell ow Welly Day
The 10 m&lipedwdsmnion passaLonghope Li feboat Guil d rjpi_se

verness to Kirkwall and h . rifioal’l
jammed steering. She car|We W,Ol”d like to thank Cnfd" Y ©
unfortunately one had becStation to support wus andgldos
The lifeboat established 2 mor e
sheltered waters off Copi Also a special thank you o t
School for the fantastic alrt v
After a tow of four hoursand | ooking very cheer fultpien vyt
safely to Kirkwal!l Mar i ne w|h s
back at station, refuellerpjpnally well done to the®HRYiggse
15.45. drenched t he crew. . .. parmfti ci
30 April bravely faced the. torrent wi t
shorts. Very amusing when hh%
The crew were paged at 12buckets of water and the Jsé
UK Coastguard. An inflat: erpons
onboard had been reported 1djf Fir
souehst of Hoy. The 25 mar YIS -
terday from theGé&@hgdgan WHaa
she returned from refit el . t
crew members had a tricky tijfto
l'ifeboat as there were nc it t ac
rofHeo.wever, with some inge 2w
managed to |l asso the [|ife t lont c
transom at the stern.
The seas were modeegad tee nwli : ey
gusting 30knts and visibi bpck
Hoy was slow due to the s i ity
the | iferaft but eventual2l May valler s

Aith Hope were reached. (The crew were paged by jUtfe rCof
was released and the windSunday 21 May. They weraefl ¢0y
Coastguards were waiting fishinBVvEsemteftat nhad |OSlIaJp0ch§
out but a great example odrifting off Duncansby Hg@ador k

from the crew.
The | ifeboat arrived on s@ene
hi

3 May l' i shed a tow. The fis ngljff ves
RNLI Longhope, Thurso andwas then towed safely imngfeg Sc
with two UK Coastguard Sconditions were good angdy®¥ he
other vessels, carried ouwhich went smoothly tgr a
was reported missing at 1 D st at
at 23.10 and refuelling, o |t he
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RNLI LONGHOPE LIFEBOAT STATION

As the cruis i ner

. e | sail e
The | i feboat returned to rﬁéiarlii'rpd"cd"’l@és rvx‘?efrueeldL?ick‘W”)j b 08

again for service at 02.0Q., the |ifeboat shop wher
generous | ocal fol k.

With donations from the cf

sengers, the sale of souvelnir s

Phot o: Karen Munro

5t h June
RNLI Longhop
and rai se A5

e entertain passengers from cruise sh
03.75

as a rather daunting request t hat Longhope Lif
d received fromStBertoar manager s of
S
h

e ship. Would it be papséh!l @ ttotmnovifdeAsmpgds ey
ome baked cakes for evifpirti g ma3gs echohless™ed a

very speci al thank you to
Initially the guild were trhaetihrerwosnwrerrfivsedsupnpdra. f
brows were raised. That's a | ot of cakes and we ar e
smal | community and have gayjmmininige daptpply of bake
However, the one thing tgjgat|pyuirt gudd wl df ibree dmethi
ready to go is a challenggasT®oltainsey diskieddsof®r Lt he
what it's all about and s@alsd ejesv effe W ey el 1Oyl |yeeda ru P
pinnies duly donned. What nwas yr esalalryt efrde My &krabt qe we
help received from other pbelk WwBr ®ujntcroggnldNdd Yt oW
backed us up and whose i ngdetdddy e Paankd ayd, WS o ad b
l ute godsend.
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