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Ministerial foreword

It is my great pleasure to invite you to contribute to this important and historic
consultation exercise. Your input and views will help us to shape the content of
Scotland’s first ever National Islands Plan and Island Communities Impact
Assessments.

| am extremely proud to be leading on this work. Our islands are wonderful places to
live, study and visit. Each island is highly valued and each contributes to Scotland as
a whole in terms of their culture, economic growth, energy supplies and their appeal
to international visitors. In addition, the people who live in our island communities are
a tremendous asset. Our islanders are talented and full of entrepreneurial spirit. But,
| recognise that there are challenges - not least around perceptions of remoteness.
That is why we are seeking your ideas to develop and populate the National Islands
Plan - to help our island communities to not just survive, but to thrive.

The challenges islands face heighten my admiration for the resilience and spirit of
our islanders and | firmly believe that the development of the first National Islands
Plan represents a genuine opportunity to shape the future. Our islands have their
own unique heritage, landscapes and terrestrial and marine biodiversity and it is the
need to maintain and enhance these valued assets that underpins the way forward.

| would like the National Islands Plan to be ambitious, to set out a long-term vision
for what our islands can achieve and to make sure that the things that make our
islands so special will not only continue to be protected, but flourish.

| very much look forward to hearing your ideas and views and thank you for
participating in this important process.

T Yol

Paul Wheelhouse
Minister for Energy, Connectivity and the Islands



Introduction

. The Islands (Scotland) Act 2018 was granted Royal Assent last July with the first set
of provisions coming into force on 4 October 2018. The Act introduces a number of
measures to underpin the Scottish Government’s key objective of ensuring that there
is a sustained focus across Government and the public sector to meet the needs of
island communities now and in the future.

. Two important provisions within the Act are the development of a National Islands
Plan and a duty for certain authorities to have regard to island communities in
carrying out their functions. There are specific requirements in respect of the
development and delivery of policies, strategies and services as well as the
development of legislation. The Act will ensure that the particular needs and
circumstances of islands communities are considered by certain authorities.

. The Act requires that Scottish Ministers must consult with island authorities, people
who represent the interests of island communities and those who might be affected
by, or have an interest in, the proposals contained in the final National Islands Plan.
This is a historic moment for island communities in Scotland. Our Islands have a
concrete opportunity to shape their future in a way that aligns with their unique
geographical, natural heritage and cultural characteristics.

. The National Islands Plan will be a document that will include both what works well,
and what are the challenges faced by islands and their communities. Moving ahead,
the Plan will set out future strategies and objectives that will allow Scottish Ministers
and relevant authorities to improve outcomes for island communities. Scottish
Ministers will be asked to report back to Scottish Parliament annually on progress
towards the goals included in the National Islands Plan. The latter will, hence, shape
how Scottish Government and other relevant authorities interact with island and
island communities in the future.

. The rationale behind Island Communities Impact Assessments is that sometimes
decisions taken from the mainland can have an impact on island communities. The
Islands (Scotland) Act acknowledges that not one size fits all and Island
Communities Impact Assessments will be one way in which relevant authorities will
be able to consider the impact of their work on islands. Guidance will be developed
on how these impact assessments will operate.






